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THE CAUSES OF WORLD WAR I 
 

 “M.A.N.I.A.” How can it lead to war? 
Draw a picture to 

represent this idea.  
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MILITARISM 
By the early 1900s, the powerful 
countries of Europe had become 
industrialized like the U.S.  They 
were using their factories to 
produce more and more advanced 
weapons, racing to out-do each 
other in military power. 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________ 

 

ALLIANCES 
Two major military alliances had 
formed in Europe by the early 
1900s.  On one side were Britain, 
France, and Russia. Russia had 
also promised to protect Serbia. 
The other alliance contained 
Germany, Austria-Hungary, and 
the Ottoman Empire. 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________ 

 

NATIONALISM 
By the early 1900s, many 
Europeans had developed strong 
national identities.  People had 
great pride in their countries 
based on their shared history, 
language and culture. 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________ 

 

IMPERIALISM 
In the late 1800s and early 1900s, 
the powerful nations of Europe 
competed for colonies around the 
world. 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________

_____________________________ 
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ASSASSINATION 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to 
the throne of Austria-Hungary, 
was assassinated in Sarajevo by a 
Serbian terrorist in June 1914.  
Sarajevo is a city in Bosnia, which 
was part of Austria-Hungary but 
wanted to be part of Serbia. 

How do you think this single event could spark a world war? 
(Hint: Use the rest of this sheet to help you.) 
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Assassination Leads to World War… 
 
The Great War broke out when the archduke (prince) of Austria-Hungary, Franz-Ferdinand, was 
assassinated by a Serbian terrorist in Bosnia (a part of Austria-Hungary that wanted to be part of Serbia).  
Austria-Hungary blamed Serbia for this assassination and declared war on Serbia.  This caused Russia, an 
ally of Serbia, to declare war on Austria-Hungary, which was allied with Germany and the Ottoman 
Empire.  Since Russia was allied with France, Germany feared that France would soon join the war on the 
side of Russia and Serbia. Germany decided not to wait and to attack France first.  Because Germany’s 
border with France was very heavily defended, the German army marched through the small, neutral 
country of Belgium to reach France.  Great Britain had promised to defend Belgium, so this drew Britain 
into the war on the side of France and Russia.  By August 1914 – less than two months after the archduke’s 
assassination – all of Europe’s major powers were at war. 
 
 

Name four major countries that originally* supported the ALLIED Powers. 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

*LATER, in 1917, the ______________________________ joined the Allies. 

ALLIANCES IN EUROPE 
IN WORLD WAR I 

• The Central Powers were ___________________, ___________________, and ____________________. 

• In 1914, the major Allied Powers were _________________, _________________, and _________________. 

• The _______________________ would also join the Allied Powers, but not until 1917. 

For a number of reasons, Europe was divided into two opposing sides by the beginning 
of World War I.  After the war started in 1914, these two sides became known as the 
Allied Powers and the Central Powers… 


